56            THE    ONLIE    BEGETTER
could have mattered little to him during the period of
the Sonnets and for some time afterwards. His feet
were still on the lower rungs of the ladder, and litera-
ture with its friendships and controversies mattered
much more.
Two years were to elapse, however, before his
church-going obtained him the appointment of 'De-
puty Liffenant'. On 3rd of 9ber, 1597, the Privy Coun-
cil addressed the following letter to the Lord Keeper:
Whereas wee have understood that there is want of
sufficient Deputy Lieutenantes in the countie of Mont-
gomery. ... Forasmuch as wee have bin well enformed of
the sufficiencye of William Harbert of Poole Castle,
Richard Harbert of the Park and Richard Morrys, es-
quires, and they are known unto our very good Lord the
Earle of Pembroke, her Majesty's Lieutenant of that coun-
tie, to be meet men for the place of Deputie Lieutenantes
under his Lordship, wee do therefore praie your Lordship
to renew the Comission of Lieutenancie unto the said
Earle of Pembroke for the countie of Montgomery, and
therein to ordaine and sett downe for his Deputie Lieuten-
antes the said William Harbert, Richard Harbert and
Richard Morrys according to the comission that hath bin
graunted unto your Lordship by her Majestic under the
Great Seale of England in that behalf. And this our letter
subscribed by so many of us as her Majesty's said Comis-
sion doth require shal be your Lordships sufficient war-
rant----
Another letter from the same source also concerns
the fitness of Mr. W. H. for the post.